
 
SHANNON NEWELL 

State Delegate Candidate: Vermont 
Statement 2 

What are the most pressing issues that the profession faces and how would you use your 
strengths to address these issues as a member of the NASP Leadership Assembly? 

Although there are a number of pressing concerns for our profession, I believe that there are issues that need to be 
addressed at a national level (e.g. school psychology shortages) and issues that need to be addressed at a local level 
(e.g. practice model).  As delegate, I have attempted to assist in addressing these concerns through network with 
others, working collaboratively to develop practical strategies in attempts to recruit and retain practitioners, as well 
as educate key stakeholders as to the extensive and varied training individuals receive as school psychologists. While 
it is a continual work in progress, I believe that this process has brought Vermont into a more prominent position 
within NASP and has assisted in informing the Vermont Agency of Education as well as special education directors 
as to the varied responsibilities school psychologists can hold. I am dedicated to continuing this process to improve 
and expand the services we offer our students.    

In addition to the concerns previously noted, I am becoming increasing concerned as social justice issues mount 
and equitable access to education and mental health services are jeopardized.  As a member of the NASP leadership 
assembly, I am able to provide local decision makers information that advocates for all of our children and youth 
and provide valuable input and information that can influence NASP’s advocacy agenda.  The connection between 
the national and local level is essential to effective advocacy and ensuring that the individuals we serve are getting 
the supports that they need.   This can be done through the development of resources (e.g. position statements and 
advocacy tools) for individuals currently practicing, as well as through the sharing of information from other states 
and at the national level.   

I believe that advocacy and education are two prominent skills that I can provide as a member of the NASP 
leadership assembly.  My current involvement has been valuable not only to myself, but to the students I teach, as 
well as to our state organization. I am looking forward to continuing to work toward improved, more effective and 
efficient services to address the concerns outlined above.  


